
SECTION 02900 - LANDSCAPING 
 
 
PART 1 - GENERAL 
 
 
1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 

 
A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary Conditions and 

Division 1 Specification Sections, apply to this Section. 
 
 
1.2 SUMMARY 

 
A. This Section includes the following: 

 
1. Shrubs 
2. Plants 
3. Ground covers. 
4. Green Roof Solutins Inc. 

 5.  NITROCOAT 
 
B. Related Sections:  The following Sections contain requirements that relate to this Section: 

 
1. Division 2 Section "Site Clearing" for protection of existing trees and planting, topsoil stripping 

and stockpiling, and site clearing. 
2. Division 2 Section "Tree Protection and Trimming" for protection of existing trees and planting. 
3. Division 2 Section "Earthwork" for excavation, filling, rough grading, and subsurface aggregate 

drainage and drainage backfill. 
4. Division 12 Section "Interior Plants and Plantings" for interior plants, trees, and vines. 
5. Division 12 Section "Interior Planters" for pots and urns for interior plantings. 

 
 
1.3 SUBMITTALS 

 
A. General:  Submit each item in this Article according to the Conditions of the Contract and Division 1 

Specification Sections. 
 
B. Product certificates signed by manufacturers certifying that their products comply with specified 

requirements. 
 
1. Manufacturer's certified analysis for standard products. 
2. Analysis for other materials by a recognized laboratory made according to methods established by 

the Association of Official Analytical Chemists, where applicable. 
3. Label data substantiating that plants, trees, shrubs, and planting materials comply with specified 

requirements. 
 
C. Certification of grass seed from seed vendor for each grass-seed mixture stating the botanical and 

common name and percentage by weight of each species and variety, and percentage of purity, 
germination, and weed seed.  Include the year of production and date of packaging. 
 
1. Certification of each seed mixture for sod, identifying sod source, including name and telephone 

number of supplier. 
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1.4 DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING 

 
A. Packaged Materials:  Deliver packaged materials in containers showing weight, analysis, and name of 

manufacturer.  Protect materials from deterioration during delivery and while stored at site. 
 
B. Seed:  Deliver seed in original sealed, labeled, and undamaged containers. 
 
C. Sod:  Harvest, deliver, store, and handle sod according to the requirements of the American Sod 

Producers Association's (ASPA) "Specifications for Turfgrass Sod Materials and 
Transplanting/Installing." 

 
D. Trees and Shrubs:  Deliver freshly dug trees and shrubs.  Do not prune before delivery, except as 

approved by Architect.  Protect bark, branches, and root systems from sun scald, drying, sweating, 
whipping, and other handling and tying damage.  Do not bend or bind-tie trees or shrubs in such a 
manner as to destroy natural shape.  Provide protective covering during delivery.  Do not drop trees and 
shrubs during delivery. 
 
1. Immediately after digging bare-root stock, pack root system in wet straw, hay, or other suitable 

material to keep root system moist until planting. 
 
E. Handle balled and burlapped stock by the root ball. 
 
F. Deliver trees, shrubs, ground covers, and plants after preparations for planting have been completed and 

install immediately.  If planting is delayed more than 6 hours after delivery, set planting materials in 
shade, protect from weather and mechanical damage, and keep roots moist. 
 
1. Heel-in bare-root stock.  Soak roots in water for 2 hours if dried out. 
2. Set balled stock on ground and cover ball with soil, peat moss, sawdust, or other acceptable 

material. 
3. Do not remove container-grown stock from containers before time of planting. 
4. Water root systems of trees and shrubs stored on site with a fine-mist spray.  Water as often as 

necessary to maintain root systems in a moist condition. 
 
 
 
PART 2 - PRODUCTS 
 
 
2.1 TREE AND SHRUB MATERIAL 

 
A. General overview of materials utilized is attached after section. 
 

 
 
PART 3 - EXECUTION 
 
 
3.1 EXAMINATION 

 
A. Examine areas to receive landscaping for compliance with requirements and for conditions affecting 

performance of work of this Section.  Do not proceed with installation until unsatisfactory conditions 
have been corrected. 
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3.2 PREPARATION 
 
A. Lay out individual tree and shrub locations and areas for multiple plantings.  Stake locations, outline 

areas, and secure Architect's acceptance before the start of planting work.  Make minor adjustments as 
may be required. 

 
 
3.3 PLANTING SOIL PREPARATION 

 
A. Before mixing, clean topsoil of roots, plants, sods, stones, clay lumps, and other extraneous materials 

harmful to plant growth. 
 
B. Mix soil amendments and fertilizers with topsoil at rates indicated.  Delay mixing fertilizer if planting 

does not follow placing of planting soil within a few days. 
 
1. A "Planting Soil Amendments Schedule" is included at the end of this Section. 

 
C. For tree pit or trench backfill, mix planting soil before backfilling and stockpile at site. 
 
D. For planting beds and lawns, mix planting soil either prior to planting or apply on surface of topsoil and 

mix thoroughly before planting. 
 
1. Mix lime with dry soil prior to mixing fertilizer.  Prevent lime from contacting roots of acid-

tolerant plants. 
2. Apply phosphoric acid fertilizer, other than that constituting a portion of complete fertilizers, 

directly to subgrade before applying planting soil and tilling. 
 
 
3.4 LAWN PLANTING PREPARATION 

 
A. Limit subgrade preparation to areas that will be planted in the immediate future. 
 
B. Loosen subgrade to a minimum depth of 4 inches (100 mm).  Remove stones larger than 1-1/2 inches (38 

mm) in any dimension and sticks, roots, rubbish, and other extraneous materials. 
 
C. Spread planting soil mixture to depth required to meet thickness, grades, and elevations shown, after light 

rolling and natural settlement.  Do not spread if planting soil or subgrade is frozen. 
 
1. Place approximately 1/2 the thickness of planting soil mixture required.  Work into top of 

loosened subgrade to create a transition layer and then place remainder of planting soil mixture. 
2. Allow for sod thickness in areas to be sodded. 

 
D. Preparation of Unchanged Grades:  Where lawns are to be planted in areas unaltered or undisturbed by 

excavating, grading, or surface soil stripping operations, prepare soil as follows: 
 
1. Remove and dispose of existing grass, vegetation, and turf.  Do not turn over into soil being 

prepared for lawns. 
2. Till surface soil to a depth of at least 6 inches (150 mm).  Apply required soil amendments and 

initial fertilizers and mix thoroughly into top 4 inches (100 mm) of soil.  Trim high areas and fill 
in depressions.  Till soil to a homogenous mixture of fine texture. 

3. Clean surface soil of roots, plants, sods, stones, clay lumps, and other extraneous materials 
harmful to plant growth. 

4. Remove waste material, including grass, vegetation, and turf, and legally dispose of it off the 
Owner's property. 
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E. Grade lawn and grass areas to a smooth, even surface with loose, uniformly fine texture.  Roll and rake, 
remove ridges, and fill depressions to meet finish grades.  Limit fine grading to areas that can be planted 
in the immediate future.  Remove trash, debris, stones larger than 1-1/2 inches (38 mm) in any 
dimension, and other objects that may interfere with planting or maintenance operations. 

 
F. Moisten prepared lawn areas before planting when soil is dry.  Water thoroughly and allow surface to dry 

before planting.  Do not create muddy soil. 
 
G. Restore prepared areas if eroded or otherwise disturbed after fine grading and before planting. 

 
 
3.5 GROUND COVER AND PLANT BED PREPARATION 

 
A. Loosen subgrade of planting bed areas to a minimum depth of 6 inches (150 mm).  Remove stones larger 

than 1-1/2 inches (38 mm) in any dimension and sticks, roots, rubbish, and other extraneous materials. 
 
B. Spread planting soil mixture to depth required to meet thickness, grades, and elevations shown, after light 

rolling and natural settlement.  Place approximately 1/2 the thickness of planting soil mixture required.  
Work into top of loosened subgrade to create a transition layer and then place remainder of planting soil 
mixture. 

 
C. Till soil in beds to a minimum depth of 8 inches (200 mm) and mix with specified soil amendments and 

fertilizers. 
 
D. Remove soil to a minimum depth of 8 inches (200 mm) and replace with prepared planting soil mixture. 

 
 
3.6 PLANTERS 

 
A. Planters:  Place at least a 4-inch (100-mm) layer of gravel in bottom of planters, cover with nonwoven 

fabric, and fill with planter soil mixture.  Place soil in lightly compacted layers to an elevation of 1-1/2 
inches (38 mm) below top of planter, allowing natural settlement. 
 
1. Planter Soil Mixture:  1 part topsoil, 1 part coarse sand, 1 part peat humus, and 3 lb (1.4 kg) 

dolomitic limestone per cu. yd. (cu. m) of mix. 
 

 
 
3.7 CLEANUP AND PROTECTION 

 
A. During landscaping, keep pavements clean and work area in an orderly condition. 
 
B. Protect landscaping from damage due to landscape operations, operations by other contractors and trades, 

and trespassers.  Maintain protection during installation and maintenance periods.  Treat, repair, or 
replace damaged landscape work as directed. 

 
 
3.8 DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS AND WASTE MATERIALS 

 
A. Disposal:  Remove surplus soil and waste material, including excess subsoil, unsuitable soil, trash, and 

debris, and legally dispose of it off the Owner's property. 
 
 
END OF SECTION 02900 
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