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Solar Decathlon 2011 Finalists:
A SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Ten years ago this spring, the U.S. Department of Energy invited colleges and
universities to compete in the inaugural Solar Decathlon, a competition to design,
build, and demonstrate a solar-powered house on the National Mall. Since the first
Solar Decathlon in the fall of 2002, the program has unleashed the creative power
of architecture and engineering students to rethink the role of energy efficiency—and
solar power in particular—in home design and raised public awareness on the topic.
The Solar Decathlon challenges student teams to integrate reliable and efficient

solar power with excellent design, resourceful engineering, and affordable systems.

The teams in this exhibition have already
competed against their peers for one

of the 20 places in the Solar Village. To
secure a spot on the Mall, each team
submitted extensive proposals, including
models of their conceptual designs. With
Solar Decathlon 2011 still more than a
year away, all are hard at work designing
their houses.

The teams competing in this fifth Solar
Decathlon are the most diverse yet,
representing five countries on four
continents, illustrating the promise of solar
energy in a variety of geographic locations
and climates. With their different design
approaches and target markets, these 20

competitors show that solar-powered living

can be for everyone.

DECATHLETE WAY

NORTH

The teams have selected their sites along Decathlete Way, with half on the north side and half
on the south, so each team already knows who its neighbors are. This exhibition has been
designed to represent the position of the houses on the Mall and their relationship to the sun.
The pattern on the floor offers a clue to the location of the Solar Village on the Mall, while the
treatment of the walls and ceiling brings the movement of the sun into the gallery. The orange
dots represent the path of the sun throughout the year; while the set of gold dots illustrates
where the sun will be in fall 2011, when the Solar Decathlon begins.

THE TEN CONTESTS
FOR 2011

Architecture Market Appeal
Engineering Communications
Affordability Comfort Zone
Hot Water Appliances
Home Entertainment
Energy Balance




U.S. Department of Energy Solar Decathlon 2011
Finalists: A Special Presentation is co-presented by
the National Building Museum, the U.S. Department
of Energy Solar Decathlon, and the National
Renewable Energy Laboratory.
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