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SECTION 02910 - LAWNS AND GRASSES 
 
 
PART 1 - GENERAL 
 
 
1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 

 
A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary Conditions and 

Division 1 Specification Sections, apply to this Section. 
 
 
1.2 SUMMARY 

 
A. This Section includes the following: 

 
1. Green Roof  Solutions Inc. 
2. Nitrocoat Drainage core 
  

 
B. Related Sections:  The following Sections contain requirements that relate to this Section: 

 
1. Division 2 Section "Site Clearing" for protection of existing trees and planting, topsoil stripping 

and stockpiling, and site clearing. 
2. Division 2 Section "Earthwork" for excavation, filling, rough grading, and subsurface aggregate 

drainage and drainage backfill. 
 
 
1.3 SUBMITTALS 

 
A. General:  Submit each item in this Article according to the Conditions of the Contract and Division 1 

Specification Sections. 
 
B. Product data for the following: 

 
1. Aluminum sulfate. 
2. Fertilizers. 

 
C. Certification of grass seed from seed vendor for each grass-seed mixture stating the botanical and 

common name and percentage by weight of each species and variety, and percentage of purity, 
germination, and weed seed.  Include the year of production and date of packaging. 
 
1. Certification of each seed mixture for sod, identifying sod source, including name and telephone 

number of supplier. 
 
D. Certification by product manufacturer that the following products supplied comply with requirements: 

 
1. Limestone. 
2. Fertilizers. 

 
E. Qualification data for firms and persons specified in the "Quality Assurance" Article to demonstrate their 

capabilities and experience.  Include lists of completed projects with project names and addresses, names 
and address of architects and owners, and other information specified. 
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F. Material test reports from qualified independent testing agency indicating and interpreting test results 
relative to compliance of the following materials with requirements indicated. 
 
1. Analysis of existing surface soil. 
2. Analysis of imported topsoil. 

 
 
G. Maintenance instructions recommending procedures to be established by Owner for maintenance of 

landscaping during an entire year.  Submit before expiration of required maintenance periods. 
 
 
1.4 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

 
A. Installer Qualifications:  Engage an experienced Installer who has completed landscaping work similar in 

material, design, and extent to that indicated for this Project and with a record of successful grass 
establishment. 
 
1. Installer's Field Supervision:  Require Installer to maintain an experienced full-time supervisor on 

the Project site during times that grass planting is in progress. 
 

B. Topsoil Analysis:  Furnish a soil analysis made by a qualified independent soil-testing agency stating 
percentages of organic matter, inorganic matter (silt, clay, and sand), deleterious material, pH, and 
mineral and plant-nutrient content of topsoil. 
 
1. Report suitability of topsoil for lawn growth.  State recommended quantities of nitrogen, 

phosphorus, and potash nutrients and any limestone, aluminum sulfate, or other soil amendments 
to be added to produce a satisfactory topsoil. 

 
 
1.5 DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING 

 
A. Seed:  Deliver seed in original sealed, labeled, and undamaged containers. 
 
B. Sod:  Harvest, deliver, store, and handle sod according to the requirements of the American Sod 

Producers Association's (ASPA) "Specifications for Turfgrass Sod Materials and 
Transplanting/Installing." 

 
 
1.6 COORDINATION AND SCHEDULING 

 
A. Planting Season:  Sow lawn seed and install sod during normal planting seasons for type of lawn work 

required.  Correlate planting with specified maintenance periods to provide required maintenance from 
date of Substantial Completion. 

 
B. Weather Limitations:  Proceed with planting only when existing and forecast weather conditions are 

suitable for work. 
 
 
1.7 MAINTENANCE 

 
A. Begin maintenance of lawns immediately after each area is planted and continue until acceptable lawn is 

established. 
 
PART 2 - EXECUTION 
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2.1 EXAMINATION 

 
A. Examine areas to receive lawns and grass for compliance with requirements and for conditions affecting 

performance of work of this Section.  Do not proceed with installation until unsatisfactory conditions 
have been corrected. 

 
 
2.2 PREPARATION 

 
A. Protect structures, utilities, sidewalks, pavements, and other facilities, trees, shrubs, and plantings from 

damage caused by planting operations. 
 
1. Protect adjacent and adjoining areas from hydroseed overspraying. 

 
B. Provide erosion-control measures to prevent erosion or displacement of soils and discharge of soil-

bearing water runoff or airborne dust to adjacent properties and walkways. 
 
 
2.3 PLANTING SOIL PREPARATION 

 
A. Limit subgrade preparation to areas that will be planted in the immediate future. 
 
B. Loosen subgrade to a minimum depth of 4 inches (100 mm).  Remove stones larger than 1-1/2 inches (38 

mm) in any dimension and sticks, roots, rubbish, and other extraneous matter. 
 
C. Mix soil amendments and fertilizers with topsoil at rates indicated.  Delay mixing fertilizer if planting 

does not follow placing of planting soil within a few days.  Either mix soil before spreading or apply soil 
amendments on surface of spread topsoil and mix thoroughly into top 4 inches (100 mm) of topsoil 
before planting. 
 
1. A "Planting Soil Amendments Schedule" is included at the end of this Section. 
2. Mix lime with dry soil prior to mixing fertilizer. 
3. Apply superphosphate fertilizer directly to subgrade before tilling, at the rate indicated. 

 
D. Spread planting soil mixture to depth required to meet thickness, grades, and elevations shown, after light 

rolling and natural settlement.  Do not spread if planting soil or subgrade is frozen. 
 
1. Place approximately 1/2 the thickness of planting soil mixture required.  Work into top of 

loosened subgrade to create a transition layer and then place remainder of planting soil mixture. 
2. Allow for sod thickness in areas to be sodded. 

 
  

 
E. Moisten prepared lawn areas before planting when soil is dry.  Water thoroughly and allow surface to dry 

before planting.  Do not create muddy soil. 
 
F. Restore prepared areas if eroded or otherwise disturbed after fine grading and before planting. 

 
 

3. Seeding Rate:  5 to 8 lb per 1000 sq. ft. (2 to 4 kg per 100 sq. m). 
 
C. Rake seed lightly into top 1/8 inch (3 mm) of topsoil, roll lightly, and water with fine spray. 
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D. Protect seeded slopes exceeding 1:4 against erosion with erosion-control blankets installed and stapled 
according to manufacturer's recommendations. 

 
E. Protect seeded slopes exceeding 1:6 against erosion with jute or coir-fiber erosion-control mesh installed 

and stapled according to manufacturer's recommendations. 
 
F. Protect seeded areas with slopes less than 1:6 against erosion by spreading straw mulch after completion 

of seeding operations.  Spread uniformly at a minimum rate of 2 tons per acre (45 kg per 100 sq. m) to 
form a continuous blanket 1-1/2 inches (38 mm) loose depth over seeded areas.  Spread by hand, blower, 
or other suitable equipment. 
 
1. Anchor straw mulch by crimping into topsoil by suitable mechanical equipment. 
2. Anchor straw mulch by spraying with asphalt-emulsion tackifier at the rate of 10 to 13 gal. per 

1000 sq. ft. (41 to 53 L per 100 sq. m).  Take precautions to prevent damage or staining of 
structures or other plantings adjacent to mulched areas.  Immediately clean damaged or stained 
areas. 

 
G. Protect seeded areas against hot, dry weather or drying winds by applying peat mulch within 24 hours 

after completion of seeding operations.  Soak and scatter uniformly to a depth of 3/16 inch (4.8 mm) 
thick and roll to a smooth surface.  

 
 
3.11 CLEANUP AND PROTECTION 

 
A. Promptly remove soil and debris created by lawn work from paved areas.  Clean wheels of vehicles 

before leaving site to avoid tracking soil onto surface of roads, walks, or other paved areas. 
 
B. Erect barricades and warning signs as required to protect newly planted areas from traffic.  Maintain 

barricades throughout maintenance period until lawn is established. 
 
 
END OF SECTION 02910 
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